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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR SY SA FR 

SUBJ: ASAD MAY SHOP FOR FRENCH ARMS WITH SAUDI FUNDING 

1 . WESTERN EMBOFF HAS PASSED TO US FOLLOWING COMMENTS 

MADE BY CUBAN EMBASSY OFFICIAL MARCH 4. CUBAN SAID ONE PURPOSE 
OF ASAD TRIP TO FRANCE LATER THIS MONTH WOULD BE TO 
NEGOTIATE FRENCH ARMS DEAL WITH FUNDING 
PROVIDED BY SAUDI ARABIA. CUBAN CLAIMED SUADIS HAD 
STIPULATED THEIR MONEY COULD NOT BE SPENT IN EASTERN BLOC, 

AND NOTED SYRIANS IN ANY CASE INTERESTED 
IN DIVERSIFYING THEIR WEAPONS SOURCES. 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS FIRST WE HAVE HEARD OF SAUDI 
FINANCING FOR SYRO-FRENCH ARMS DEAL. WHILE WE DO NOT 
WISH TO OVERSTATE RELIABILITY OF THIS INFO, WE 
UNDERSTAND CUBANS ACTIVELY CULTIVATE THEIR BAATHIST 
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